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A NOTE FROM FATHER 

Dear Friends, 
 

Next week is the Feast of Corpus Christi, where we give 
thanks to God for granting us the Gift of the Holy Eucharist.  It is 
also the beginning of the three-year Eucharistic Revival  
initiative, sponsored by the American Bishops.  The purpose of 
the Revival is to fortify us against the storm we are facing in the 
culture and our Church by uniting us once again around the 
source and summit of our faith—the Holy Eucharist.  We will 
keep you informed as the process unfolds.  You can also sign up 
on the website to "nd out more and to receive updates directly: 

https://www.eucharisticrevival.org/mission-vision-and
-timeline 

 
To kick it off at OLMC, we will have an indoor  

procession of the Holy Eucharist at the end of all of the Masses 
on next week.  (For those who are sensitive to incense, there will 
be no incense used at the 7:00am Mass on Sunday).     

 
 
 
I want to address a challenging and complex topic—the 

medical practice of using “brain death” to determine the time of 
death.  The concept of brain death was introduced in 1968 by an 
in$uential committee from Harvard Medical School.  They  
proposed the de"nition of an “irreversible coma as new criterion 
for death.”  The problem with this contradictory statement is 
that if someone is in a coma (regardless of how long), they are in 
fact alive, not dead. 

 
Over the past 50 years, their de"nition gained  

acceptance by the medical community and became the basis for 
the harvesting of organs for those needing transplants.  The 
problem is that in the vast majority of these cases, the “donors,” 
although declared “brain dead” most likely were actually still 
alive.  Their bodies were still continuing to perform the normal 
bodily functions (one woman began menstruating 10 months 
after being declared brain dead).  She either came back to life 
(not likely), or was never dead in the "rst place.  

 
There is no unanimous consensus on the issue.  In fact, 

two working groups of the Vatican Ponti"cal Academy of  
Sciences have stated that brain death is an acceptable criterion 
for death, while reliable Catholic bio-ethics experts and  
theologians have strongly objected to it. It is morally acceptable 
to be an organ donor. But in the light of the tremendous demand 

for organ transplants and the increasing reliance on “brain 
death”, it is important for us to have a good sense of the issues 
involved in the argument so that we can make informed,  
good-conscience decisions.    

 
It is not my objective to cause you doubt or regret if 

you’ve received an organ—that is a great gift.  But if you plan to 
be a donor, I suggest that you should make use of Advanced 
Medical Directives to clearly state your intention that before 
your organs are removed you must truly be dead before  
physicians begin to remove your organs, thereby killing you.  
From my reading, that translates to no heartbeat and/or no lung 
activity.   

 
Remember, when you applied for an AZ Driver’s  

License, you were asked if you wish to be an organ donor.  If you 
said “yes”, then I suggest that you clearly make known to your 
children and caretakers (in writing) that you do not want  
someone to take the step of killing you for the sake of  
harvesting your organs.  Below are links, to some helpful—even 
contradictory—articles. 

 
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/living-or-

not-living-that-is-the-question 
 
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/7-points-

on-brain-death 
 
https://www.ncregister.com/commentaries/what-

every-catholic-should-really-know-about-brain-death 
 
 

 
May God bless you and your family, 
Fr Charlie Goraieb 

MEALS WITH THE PASTOR 
I would like to get to know you and your family  over a meal.  The 
best times for me is Sunday lunch—1:00PM. If you would like to 
have me over, please contact the parish o"ce and book a date 

with Kelly Martin. 
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WE KNOW STONE
480-966-5765 • www.defusco.com

1315 S Martin Lane • Tempe

Lunch • Dinner • Breakfast • Catering 
Breakfast Saturday & Sunday 8am to 2pm 

2350 E. Southern Ave., Tempe • 480-897-0025
(Southern & Price) • www.ManuelsAZ.com

Families Serving Families Since 1964

Bring in this bulletin for a

10% Discount!
Not valid with any other offer or promotion.    Code: 10

• REFRIGERATION
• AIR CONDITIONING
• RESIDENTIAL
• COMMERCIAL	 602-957-3745

service@AccuTempAZ.com

GOT MEDICARE?
Special plans for people that have Diabetes

These plans may reduce what you pay for insulin pens and
may have lower co-pays on other medication & care.

By Calling You Will be Speaking To a Licensed Agent
Hospital PART A	 For Coverage Call:
Medical PART B	 602-672-7149 TTY 711

Call us today for a FREE ESTIMATE!

SSR ROOFING
480-242-5346 

Quality Work at Fair Prices
$1000 OFF a re-roof with coupon
Bonded & Insured / ROC #294680                     Expires 6/30/22

 

Ask about Free Consultation and Parishioner Discount
Duane Washkowiak
Associate Broker - Licensed since 1990
United Brokers Group located in Gilbert, AZ
30+ Year resident of Tempe & OLMC Parishioner
Buying, Selling, New or Resale
I would like to be your Trusted Real Estate Advisor

Call 602-430-7404 or email to duane@propertyinaz.com

www.DuaneWashkowiak.com

Dana Rodriguez, PNP
Partnering with parents to provide

healthcare that respects each child. 
Se habla español

3507 S Mercy Rd., Ste. #103, Gilbert
480-355-8530 • mstarpeds.com

BAR 
SEAFOOD RESTAURANT
MEXICAN RESTAURANT

“Free Kids Meal with
Purchase of Adult Meal” 

Family Sunday With
Live Mariachis

480-525-2251 • 1130 W. Grove Avenue, Mesa
Hrs: M-Thur 11a-10p, Fri-Sat 11a-3a, Sun 11a-12a

facebook.com/elpacificomesafacebook.com/elpacificomesa

The Best Pest 
Control Prices In 

The Valley!
Call us today for a 

FREE QUOTE, we look 
forward to helping you!

(480) 969-2926(480) 969-2926

Monica M Madrigal
623.451.0602
NMLS #1067713
Camelback’s NMLS #1638303
LIC #0943323

Need Cash?  
Rates are Low, Home Values are high!

BUILD     REMODEL     REPAIR

Fiberglass
Pool Builder 
Specialists

azclearpools.com

Reliable Professionals
Individualized Plumbing Options

Customer Satisfaction Guaranteed
PERSISTENT PLUMBING

(602) 526-2781
joev@persistentplumbing.com

Valley Wide

Open today   08:00 am – 05:00 pm

Our family putting your family first

Affordable Burial & Cremation Services
Spacious Chapel & Reception Room

Flexible & Personalized Options
Pre-Planning Services

2621 S. Rural Road, Tempe
480.449.1000

www.richardsonfuneralhome.org

Contact Becky Neville to 
place an ad today! 
bneville@4LPi.com or 
(800) 950-9952 x2674
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	IF YOU LIVE ALONE
	You Need MDMedAlert™

	At HOME and AWAY!

CALL 1•800•808•9294
No Contract/Fees • Easy Setup

md-medalert.com/mo.


